
 

 
 
 
 
 

From the President  

 

     

    Dear Colleagues: 
   
    On behalf of your Provincial  
    Executive, I would like to wish  
    you all a joyful Season Greetings and  
    a healthy and Happy New Year! 
 
    We look forward meeting and  
    working with you in 2010. 
 
    Regards, 
 
    Frank Capizzano 
    President, OSRA 
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OSRA MISSISSAUGA 2
ND

 ANNUAL 
VALENTINES DINNER AND DANCE 

FEBRUARY 12, 2010 
       
 
The Executive and Event Committee of the OSRA Mississauga Branch would like to 

cordially invite all OSRA Referees, their families and friends to an evening of 
entertainment and dinning. 

 

 

After the big success of the first Valentines dinner and dance in Feb 09, the 
Mississauga Branch will be holding its 2nd Annual Valentinesô dinner and dance on 

February 12th, 2010: cocktails at 6:30pm, dinner at 7:30pm. 
.! 
 

It is a 5 course meal, open bar, live entertainment, door prices, silent auction and a 
raffle! A portion of the proceeds with be donated to a local Mississauga Charity. 

. 
 

The cost is $60 per person, and is being held at: 
  
 

Le Treport Banquet Hall 
1075 The Queensway East 

Mississauga, On 
.    
 
 

Please come and join us for an evening of fun!!!!! 
 
 
 

To make your reservation, please contact: 
 

Frank Capizzano at 905-272-0623 (mrcapo1407@rogers.com;) 
or 

Peter Mele at 905-507-9339 (lorriemele@rogers.com) 

mailto:mrcapo1407@rogers.com
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Respectfully submitted by  
Leslie Wong 

 
IN MEMORY OF 
 
The Rev. Dr. Cyril Yearwood  
Former Scarborough Soccer Referee 

 
The Rev. Dr. Cyril Yearwood started his 
Soccer career in 1979, he took the 
referees entry level clinic at George 
Brown College and passed with flying 
colours, he was first in his class with a 
pass mark of 96. He joined the 
Referees Association and with that big 
smile of his soon became a member in 
good standing. 
 
 As he started applying his refereeing 
skills his knowledge of the laws of the 
game became very noticeable.  He 
embarked into the upgrading program 
and soon became a level 2 referee.  
After refereeing at this level for 2 to 3 
years, he passed the level 1 refereeôs 
written test and needed to pass 3 on 
field assessments.  
 
He was unable to acquire favourable 
results on the field assessments and 
became disillusioned with the system 
and gradually withdrew from refereeing.   
 
Cyril was a member of the Scarborough 
Soccer Referees Association for 

approximately 12 years. He served as a Director for two years in 1988 and 1989. During 
his 12 years with the referees association, he refereed in many different leagues, 
including the T and D and the Robbie International Soccer Tournament, the last game 
he refereed was in the Robbie Tournament finals.   
 
Cyril was a very likeable person, he was always willing to help anyone who was in need 
of his help and with that big smile of his was able to get people to look at both sides 
before passing judgment on to others. For those of us who knew Cyril, we will 
remember him in this manner. A small man with a big friendly smile, who walked tall, 
conducted himself with integrity and dignity on and off the field.    
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Respectfully submitted by Peter T Johnson 

 I have enclosed the Obituary of Pat Smith, a former 
referee in the USA who had a great deal to do with 
the success of the game there.  He was part of the 
NASL and as such gave a great deal of time to 
Canadian referees on the list.  

To name but a few in Ontario 

Joe Flynn 
Jim Highet 
Bill Gallagher 
Gord Arrowsmith 
Derek Smith 
Bill Gardner 
Paul Avis, 
Emerson  Mathurin 

Plus those from other Provinces whose names I cannot remember. 

Patrick J. Smith passed away peacefully at his home on December 7, 2009 at the age of 86. He was born 
to Martin and Elizabeth Emily Smith on November 10, 1923 in Birmingham, England.  

Pat joined the British Marines in 1941 and proudly served for 12 years. He served on the HMS Sirius, a 
British cruiser that traveled to various parts of the world including North Africa, Sicily, Italy, Normandy and 
Malta. He was also stationed in Berlin during the blockade of 1948.  

Pat immigrated to the United States with his wife Maureen in 1953 where together they raised 3 
daughters in Dayton, Ohio. He often told the story that he didn't even bring his soccer shoes with him to 
America as he had heard there was no soccer. He was thrilled to find out that there actually was a soccer 
team in Dayton and thus began his participation in American Soccer at his club called Edelweiss. This 
was a multicultural and diverse team with German-Hungarians, Austrians, An American, A Swiss, and 
Italian and Pat who was the lone Englishman, bringing up the rear. He played until the age of 35 when he 
said "his heart was still willing but his legs were not". Pat moved to coaching, taking the helm of the first 
university team at the University of Dayton in 1958.  

The need for referees was acute, however, and it was not long before the coach became an official, 
contributing four decades of refereeing service in several different organizations.  

At the college level, he worked for fifteen years, which included six NAIA semi-finals, two NCAA finals and 
numerous semi-finals. His success on the field earned him election as the first president of his state's 
college referee chapter. In 1972, he was elected the first president of the newly formed NISOA. Pat 
continued to serve NISOA over the years, acting as an instructor in its regional and national camps for 
several decades and as an assessor for numerous college tournaments, including the NCAA finals.  

With the arrival of the top-class professional game in 1967, Pat moved into the North American Soccer 
League. He did the first NASL match at Fenway Park, plus two "Bronze Boot" games at Busch stadium in 
St. Louis. Professional teams that heard his whistle include Santos of Brazil, Verder Bremen and 
Borussia Dormund of Germany, Independiente of Argentina, Bristol City, Manchester City of England and 
the Israel National Team.  
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One of Pat's mentors was Eddie Pearson and when Eddie started building a national training program for 
referees, Pat was included among the first senior instructors, for already he was the Director of Officials 
for the American Soccer League, the feeder league of the NASL. In 1977 Pat became the director of 
assessment for the NASL, a position held until the league folded, where he played a major role in the 
process of selecting the referees to represent the USA on the FIFA list.  

When the national instructor and assessment positions were created in late 1980, Pat was one of the first 
in the U.S. to be named a USSF national instructor and assessor. Soon thereafter, he was appointed 
national director of assessment and a member of the National Referee Committee of the United States 
Soccer Federation, positions he held for seven years.  

Pat was a very active and well known national referee instructor and assessor in the history of the United 
States Soccer Federation, teaching numerous state referee certifications, including but not limited to the 
first of such clinics to be held in Georgia and Florida. He assessed and managed officials at ten USYSA 
regional tournaments, six Olympic Festival Tournaments, the Armed Forces Tournament, the national 
amateur finals, and the finals of the US Open Cup. He was a video inspector in 1994 for the World Cup 
and MLS stadium assessor and video assessor until 2006.  

Many of the officials whose referee careers have taken them to the FIFA list have attributed their success 
to the sage advice and wise guidance of Pat. One of his students who went on to referee a World Cup 
describes him as being "The Patron Saint of the Referee Community"  

He has been honored by his colleagues, his students and his friends for his years of service on and off 
the field and is a member of the National Soccer Hall of Fame, the College Soccer Hall of Fame, The 
Adult League Hall of Fame, The Southern Ohio Hall of Fame and the High School Coaches of Ohio Hall 
of Fame. He is also the recipient of the S.A.Y soccer gold boot award, College Coaches Appreciation 
Award, the NISOA honoree award and was most proud and honored to be the first ever recipient of the 
Eddie Pearson Award. He was awarded an honorary doctorate degree from Earlham College for his 
contribution to the sport of soccer.  

Pat's "regular" job was as an industrial plumber for General Motors in Dayton where he retired from there 
with 33 years of service. When Pat retired from General Motors and moved to Panama City to be close to 
his grandchildren he continued working at the local level where soccer was not very well known and even 
until last year he was a volunteer coach at Rutherford High School in Panama City. Besides his soccer 
accomplishments, he was an avid reader and believed in the importance of reading. He volunteered at 
the Federal Prison at Tyndall Air Force base, teaching prisoners to read. He later volunteered at Parker 
Elementary School for over 10 years, every day. He cherished the friendships with teachers and students 
alike and Governor Bush honored him with the Point of Light Award in 2001 for his unselfish dedication.  

The other love of his life was his family. He made spending time with them a priority and he enjoyed his 
grandchildren immensely. He took them to the library, went to their games and other things they were 
involved with. His sense of humor and his joyous spirit will always be with them. He was greatly admired 
and respected by his family and enjoyed their deep love for him in his final weeks. They will miss the 
unconditional love he afforded them and cherish the memories they created together. Pat is survived by 
his daughters, Helen Mitchell (Chuck); Julie Ahmed (Alla), Jennifer Bell (Bob) and 5 grandchildren. Emily 
Bell Davila, Helen Mitchell Adami, Ronald Bell, Sarah Ahmed and Chris Mitchell. He is also survived by 3 
great grandchildren, Peyton, Parker and Noel Davila. He is survived by his sister Julie Warom of 
Birmingham England, sister in law, Joan Clarey (Don), of Dalton, GA, brother in law Robert Kingdom (Pat) 
of Norfolk England, special Niece Debby Algren of Dayton, Ohio and numerous other nieces and 
nephews. Pat is predeceased by his wife, Maureen Louise and Great Granddaughter, Bayleigh Brooke 
Adami.  
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Around The Branches 
 

Brampton  
 

Congratulations to the following referees from our Branch on obtaining their  
upgrades in 2009. 
 

Provincial Upgrade: 

 Zac Taylor 

 

Regional Upgrade: 

 Adamo Conflitti  

 Wayne Wright  

 Alfonso Indacochea  

Dates have been set for our 2010 Branch Meetings as detailed below, we are still 
organizing our Education content and guest speakers.  
 
Our website www.osrabrampton.com will be updated as things are confirmed. 

   4 January 2010 

 18 January 2010 

 1 February 2010 

 15 February 2010 

   1 March 2010 

 15 March 2010 

 29 March 2010 

 12 April 2010 

 26 April 2010  

 10 May 2010  

   1 November 2010 ï AGM 

We look forward to seeing you in the New Year, as a returning member, a new member, 
a visitor from another Branch or even if you just want see what goes on. Please email 
us at OSRABrampton@rogers.com if you have not yet received an OSRA Brampton 
2010 registration form. 

 

Update on Danny Shields: 

Rehab is going better now. The manipulation has done some good. The swelling is still 
there but seems to be going down slowly. I have noticed a definite improvement going 
up and down stairs.  

 

http://www.osrabrampton.com/
mailto:OSRABrampton@rogers.com
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The surgeon had originally told me that I would be back reffing after 3 or 4 months. That 
would have put me back on the field at the end of January at the latest. I can't see that 
happening myself, knowing what the knee feels like at this point in time. I'm going to set 
a goal for the start of the outdoor season and if I get back before that I'll consider it a 
bonus. I'm going a little stir crazy not being able to do games. I have come up to the 
soccer centre to watch a few games but its a poor substitute to being  on the field. 
 

Update on Rich Carman #1: 

As you may know, I have been cautiously optimistic with my progress over the past 
week or so. 
  
Today (December 16) I had a scheduled check up with Dr Muni at St Mikes Hospital, 
and the news is indeed good. My retina has successfully reattached and I have been 
given the go ahead to resume normal activity ñas long as I am comfortable doing soò. 
  
This is the best Christmas Present I could possibly have hoped for, I am now taking my 
referee uniforms out of mothball, shining up my boots (and yellow and red cards) and 
planning to getting back to doing something I really enjoy ï officiating soccer matches. 
  
Many, many thanks to everyone for their thoughts, prayers and support whilst I have 
been on this journey, it is much appreciated by both me and my family. 
 

Update on Rich Carman #2: 

I have now done my first games since the eye injury. Everything went well, and  I was 
quickly back in the groove. In my last game of the evening, first half, the ball was played 
quickly down the field, and the defender got to the ball first, and just booted it back up 
field. It was booted straight back at the defender, who attempted to boot it back. Only 
this time the kick was spliced, and the ball just flew into my face. 
 
I was stunned. The lights went out, I couldnôt see anything for a second except 
darkness, then all I could see was darkness with electric blue starburst followed by 
forked gold and white lightening. Then nothing. My heart started to race, I started to 
sweat, my heart is thunder in my ears and then I started to panic. What to do?  
 
I instantly hit the ground and curled up . I am totally conscience, I can hear  the players 
rushing up and asking if Iôm alright. Obviously my hearing is working. What else is 
working? 
 
I make a fist with both hands, and count fingers, both hands at the same time, kneeding 
the fingers hard into my palmséone, two, three, fouré check,  
 
thumbs one, twoé check,   
 
big toes curl up one, twoé check,  
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little toes curl down one, twoé check,  
 
wiggle my hipsé check,  
 
wiggle my earsé  
 
check, wiggle my ears... check,  
 
I can still hear the ladies asking questions, everything appears in working order except I 
canôt see a damned thing, just blackness.  
 
This cannot be happening again. All the good work by Doctor Muni has been undone. I 
came back too soon. A surge of panic starts to rise, which I quickly overcome. I resolve 
not cry or show emotion.  
 
Then the old brain box kicks in and says ñopen your eyes clownò.  
 
I open my eyes and I can see lots of concerned faces asking how I am. Nothing was 
ever more beautiful. I get to my feet, someone hands me a cold compress which I hold 
to my face, and I tell everyone that everything is wonderful and could not possibly be 
better. Panic over, we resume the game and finish it without further incident. 

 
Niagara 
 

Since our outdoor season is over, and we can't wait till the new season starts, I 
would like to take this opportunity along with the NSA to thank you all for the job well 
done throughout the season.  I would also like to thank Ron Sutherland and the NSA for 
doing a great job of scheduling distributing the games very fairly.   
 
Our Niagara Referee's have represented us at  many levels......International, National, 
Provincial, Regional, District, with many of you being appointed to CSA games and 
Ontario Cup games.  Reports indicate that you have done an outstanding job at all 
these levels and appointments. 
 
The season unfortunately was not completed without problems.  This year showed an 
alarming amount of assaults on our officials, much more than previous years.  Even one 
assault is one too many.  OSA/NSA is doing a great job in attempts to deal with these 
problems and offenders. 
 
No show.....Many games had to be rescheduled due to officials not showing for the 
game and again NSA is dealing with these problems with officials being called in to 
explain and answer why this has happened. 
 
Reports....both team sheets and discipline sheets not being sent to respective leagues 
especially youth games and the SRSL. 
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OSA/NSA is working on education sessions in the New Year, what topics to be 
determined.  So don't throw that Law book away, keep it close and review it. 
 
Upgrading......if you would like to get to the next level please send us a note so we can 
all help you get there. 
 
If you are interested in becoming an instructor or assessor again please let us know and 
check the OSA website  for the clinics.  We have many good knowledgeable members 
in our district that could help younger referees. 
 
We will be having many entry level clinics in the spring so if you know anyone interested 
in becoming a referee please let them know and guide them how to apply for the clinic. 
 
At this time I would like to wish you and your families a Very Merry Christmas and a 
very happy and healthy New Year. 
 
KEEP FIT !!!!  The fitness tests are coming soon. 
 
 
Mike Cvetanovic 
Niagara DRC 
 

 
North York 
 

At the North York 
Soccer Referees' 
Association annual 
meeting, Vince 
Bonazza (outgoing 
NYSRA president) 
and David Cope 
(outgoing OSRA 
president) award a 
plaque to Ron 
Edwards recognizing 
his milestone 
achievement of 
refereeing 6,000 
games.  
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Scarborough 
 

Congratulations to the following soccer referees in the District of Scarborough who were 
successful in their quest for upgrading this year 
 

Provincial Upgrade: 

 Ramee Arbaji 

 Afsar Khan 

 
Regional Upgrade: 

 Marian Leov 

 Eke Osamede 

 John Rayen 

 Bahirathan Raveenthiran 

 Blake Williams 

 
Peterborough 
 

We have had a wonderful time here in Peterborough with a lot of exciting things done 
and planned. We had our AGM on Friday, October 30, 2009, and we elected our new 
executive as follows:  
 

 Carlos Ferreira  President 

 Aldo Andreoli  Vice President 

 Mike Smith Match Secretary 

 Bruce Row Treasurer 

 Fevri Pazari  Secretary 

 Rich Brooks  Director at large 

 Denise Collins  Director at large  

We had a great turn out at the AGM of OSRA in November, as well as a branch as it is 
usually the case (we have included a picture of our table in that event). We already had 
an executive meeting in December to plan ahead for 2010 and we even had a 
Christmas gathering for the executive celebrating the season amongst friends and 
colleagues and we are planning something similar for the entire branch in the near 
future.  
 
We have created strong bridges of communication with the leagues that we work with 
and we are working to strengthen the reputation of our members through education 




